
 

HHS PTSA Parent Meeting Minutes, Dec. 17, 2018 
 

Least Restrictive Environment: 
Laura Sullivan and Tesfa Stewart, the director and assistant director of special education, 

discussed state guidelines and how they affect the district's schools. The state's goal is to have all 

students in general ed classrooms at least 80 percent of the day. Laura discussed the formulas 

used to calculate the “time outside regular classroom” and the requirement that resource room 

students spend at least three hours there, even if they no longer need that much support. Lou 

explained that the high school is working to building stronger general ed supports for all students 

and hopes to have them in place by next year. 

 

Google Classroom Inconsistencies: 
Some students and parents have complained that some teachers either are not using Google 

Classroom to post homework assignments at all or are posting them tardily. Lou said he has sent 

an email to the faculty saying that they should be using Google Classroom and that homework 

assignments should be posted as soon as they are assigned. He urged parents to notify him by 

email if a teacher is not complying, and said that such emails will be kept confidential. 

 

Tutoring Survey: 
Many parents are spending large sums on tutors. The PTSA has discussed with Lou the idea of 

surveying parents about their use of tutors for their kids. There was discussion about the fact that 

not all parents can afford tutors, that some kids are tutored because they are struggling and others 

to attain the highest possible grade, and that some students take classes beyond their abilities 

because of open enrollment. 

 

Grade 8 to 9 Communication: 
Parents suggested to Lou the kinds of information that would be helpful for rising 9th graders and 

their parents to know earlier, such as the need to be available for sports teams 2 weeks before 

school begins and the 7 a.m. band and orchestra rehearsals. 

 

Family University Presentations: 
Many of the speakers' presentations from Family University, which included talks on subjects 

such as stress, resilience, social media and time management, are now available on the district 

website. The school is planning to hold a second Family University next fall. 

 

Challenge Success Update: 
In the recent survey by Challenge Success, a Stanford-based organization that focuses on 

reducing student stress and promoting well-being, HHS students reported an average of 2.6 hours 

of homework a night. The school is currently unpacking the data from the survey, with help from 

Challenge Success, and plans to discuss the findings with students as well as hold an evening for 

parents. Lou said he intends to ask the district for funding to do a survey of parents as well. 

 

School Spirit Ideas: 
With the elimination of almost all the school dances, some parents are urging that alternatives to 

promote school spirit be offered. Lou explained how student misbehavior led to the end of most 
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dances, except for the junior formal and senior prom. (“When kids dress up, they don't 

misbehave,” Melissa Hardesty noted.) A trivia night is planned at the Community Center, 

sponsored by the Youth Council and Hastings Police Department, and the PTSA is planning 

weekend activities such as movie nights and cooking competitions. 

 

Order of PTSA Parent Meetings: 
The first HHS parent meeting of the school term has often been the last one scheduled of the 

three schools (it was held on Nov. 13 this year). Lou said he would flip the order next year.  

 

Traffic Issues Around School: 
From 8 to 8:20 a.m., “it's really take your life in your hands,” Lou acknowledged. He said the 

problem was not just the traffic patterns but drivers' poor behavior. He noted that police have 

held a sting operation to catch drivers who ignore crosswalks. Also, the PTSA and district co-

sponsored a traffic study that suggested possible steps to take, though they involved the loss of 

numerous parking spots, Lou noted. He cited past attempted remedies such as designated dropoff 

areas that haven't worked and admitted that there's no simple solution. 

 

Vaping PTS Contest: 
Damara Gutnick of Montefiore Hudson Valley Cooperative announced a student contest to 

create a vaping prevention public service announcement, with a top prize of $1,500. Students can 

register to participate at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VAPEPSA. 
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